EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1915

The evening of Thursday the 22nd was calm and
pleasant, with a light, steady wind blowing from the
north-east. About 6.30 our artillery observers re-
ported that a strange green vapour was moving over
the French trenches. Then, as the April night
closed in, and the great shells still rained upon Ypres,
there were strange scenes between the canal and the
Pilkem road. Back through the dusk came a stream
of French soldiers, blinded and coughing and wild
with terror. Some black devilry had come upon
them, and they had broken before a more than human
fear. The rout surged over the canal, and the road
to Vlamertinghe was choked with broken infantry
and galloping gun teams lacking their guns. No
discredit attached to those who broke, for the pres-
sure was more than flesh and blood could bear. But
the instant result was a four mile breach between
what was left of the French and the left of the
Canadian 3rd Brigade. Through this gap the
Germans were pouring, preceded by the fumes of
the gas, and supported by a heavy artillery fire.

The fighting which resulted from this break-
through continued until 3rd May, but the Germans
having inadequate reserves were unable to exploit
their success. Eternal honour was won during
those days by the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Brigades.
Attacked and outflanked by four divisions, stupefied
by a poison of which they had never dreamed and
which they did not understand, with no heavy artil-
lery to suport them, they endured till reinforcements
came, and they did more than endure. After days
and nights of tension they had the vitality to counter-
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